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Review of Halfaouine Movie
Review of Noura’s (Selim Boughedir) Character Dilemma in Growing Up
Growing up in Halfaouine Town in the outskirt of Tunis, Naura faces a dilemma in transitioning into puberty and early adulthood. Notably, Naura’s inquisitive character and budding sexuality result in personality conflict because he struggles to embrace the male and female world perspectives (Boughedir, 1990). The stringent Muslim morality creates a distinction between women and men orientation because each gender has its own hammam to facilitate separation. However, Naura frequent women’s hammam even at an age of 13 where his sexual awakening begins to manifests. Naura develops an interest in naked female form, which propels him to peep at women in the bathroom and sneaks into Leila’s (Carolyn Chelby) bedroom. 
Importantly, Naura’s family contributes toward character dilemma because they fail to acknowledge his growth and development. For example, Selim Boughedir continues to accompany Naura in women Hammam by urging that he was an innocent child (Boughedir, 1990). In the reality, Naura is thirteen years, which represent the onset of puberty period when male and female being experiences a sexual awakening. Further, aunt Latifa (Helene Catzaras) and orphan Leila visitation escalate Naura’s identity challenges because the two female actors portray the feminist perspective in the film (ibid). For example, Naura resolves to sneak into Leila’s bedroom and undress the latter to reveal the pendant. The two female family members are perceived to exaggerate Naura’s fondness toward the feminist world perspectives, which conflict with his reality as a man.
Evidently, the male characters in the film exhibit conflicting perspective from their female characters that result in a dilemma. For example, Naura faces negative peer pressure from his older friends that include Moncef (Jamel Sassi) and Mounir (Radhouane Medder). The latter male characters exhibit sexual predatory characters and encourage the protagonist to express his delight in Hammam (Boughedir, 1990). His father (Mustapha Adouni) manifests male fundamentalism because he punishes the young Naura for indecent interaction with girls while he hides nudie magazines as well as flirting with Aunt Latifa (ibid). Therefore, the conflicting perspectives among the female and male characters in Halfaouine are primary sources of character identity that hampers Naura’s transition from mother to father’s world perspectives. 
The depiction of Budding Sexuality in Tunisia
Férid Boughedir depicts the segregated Muslim society to hamper teenagers’ ability to express and identify with the budding sexuality in Halfaouine Town. Evidently, Naura’s female relative takes their male teenage children into the female Hammam, which contributes to transition crises. Naura’s infant brother is taken to the female bathroom where the protagonist had been expelled after skulking at undressed women (Boughedir, 1990). Consequently, Naura convinces Leila to strip naked in exchange for the pleasures of Hamman that the latter had been prohibited (ibid). Therefore, the skulking and voyeur behaviors manifest significant stereotype about the male Muslim fundamentalism that portrays male superior to their female counterparts. Further, when the female members found Leila naked, they decided to banish the orphan girl rather than reprimand their son’s budding sexuality. 
Describing the Cultural Institution of the Hammam
The prominent cultural institution of the Hammam regards to separationist because different gender had their independent bathroom. Moreover, family members had their separate Hammam from the servants. The communal Hammam had strict instruction to banish men who exhibit sexual awakening from the female bathroom (Boughedir, 1990). For example, Naura’s mother convinced the Hammam owner to grant his elder son the last chance to utilize the bathroom, which manifests the existence of implied rules applicable in the communal amenity. Therefore, communal Hammam accord a particular gender power to admit and separate adolescent teenagers when they manifest sexual awakening. 
Describing the Tunisian Life, Culture, and Pattern of Growth based on the Film
The Halfaouine film portrays typical Tunisian way of life that hinges on stringent Muslim fundamentalism of separation of gender during the transition from a childhood, puberty, and adulthood. Evidently, the Muslim community encourages separation of men and women in social endeavor because each gender has unique Hammam (Boughedir, 1990). The teenage males are segregated from the female Hammam to hedge against skulking behaviors. 
Equally, the film portrays the Halfaouine culture to exhibit sexual obsession using the voyeur behavior among the male characters. Naura convinces Leila to undress in exchange for the benefit of using Hammam, which she had been prohibited to use. Naura’s father flirts with aunt Latifa and concealed nudie magazines, which contravene his fundamental rule that a man should minimize his sexual contacts with women. Other male characters that exhibit sexual predatory behavior include Moncef and Mounir who encourages young Naura to express his delight in Hammam. 
Further, male and female characters exhibit a separate pattern of life in the film. For example, when a teenage boy begins to manifest his sexual awakening, the society banishes him from using the female Hammam. 
Overall Review of Film’s Successes
Yes, the film succeeds in developing core themes that include sexual awakening, Muslim fundamental way of life, and conflicting identities. The signs and effects of sexual awakening in a Muslim society are revealed to the audience using Naura’s banishment from the women Hammam as well as sexual contact with Leila (Boughedir, 1990). The audiences learn that in a Muslim society, boys and girls are separated upon the manifestation of sexual awakening. Moreover, men and women uphold different fundamentals in their way life. For example, the film portrays the male characters to exhibit sexual predatory behavior compared to their female counterparts. Lastly, Naura experiences challenges in transitioning from the teenage into early adulthood when he is expelled from the female Hammam (ibid). However, after the sexual incidence with Leila, he acknowledges his male perspective.
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